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Apart from the howling from the Left, Dutton's remarks offended all those immigrants – often conservative voters
– who did come to Australia poor and illiterate and have made spectacular successes of their lives. Andrew
Meares

The federal government has received a big increase in approval
over its handling of immigration and border protection,
suggesting that just having the issue spoken about during the
election campaign has boosted Malcolm Turnbull's prospects.
by Phillip Coorey

The ﬁnding is contained in the latest quarterly True Issues survey

by JWS research, which periodically determines which issues matter most to voters
and asks them to grade the government's handling of each.
Like the last survey conducted in November, just after Mr Turnbull became Prime
Minster, health remains far and above the most signiﬁcant voter concern, as rated by
82 per cent of the more than 1000 people surveyed.
Education and the economy are in a statistical battle for second at 64 per cent and 63
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per cent respectively, while immigration and border security comes fourth with 45
per cent.
But 38 per cent support the government's handling of the issue, up from 29 per cent in
November.
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Of the 45 per cent who now rate it as a priority, 54 per cent list refugees and asylum
seekers as the issue within immigration and border security which concerns them
both.

Fearing Brexit, RBA holds its ﬁrepower
Howard labels Xenophon a pest

Issue reawakening

Labor lays out alternative 10-year plan

Pollster John Scales reasoned that the reawakening of the issue during the ﬁrst two
weeks of the campaign had not only reignited the issue in the minds of voters, but

Latest Stories

shown that it is a winner for the government.
The ﬁrst week of the campaign was marked by Labor candidates breaking ranks with
the party's policy of supporting the Coalition's tough stance, causing problems for
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2020-21
LIVE

Labor leader Bill Shorten.

Markets Live: Break
for mining rally

The issue continued in the second week when the government made it part of its
campaign theme and Immigration Minister Peter Dutton sparked a row with

LIVE

controversial comments about refugees being illiterate and lazy.
Bill Shorten promises
to balance budget in
ﬁve years

Back in 2014, after the Abbott government had stopped the boats, concern about
asylum seekers had dropped to 37 per cent, making it one of the lowest ranking

3 mins ago

concerns of the 11 issues surveyed.
The True Issues survey also ﬁnds a similar leap in support for the government's
handling of defence and security, moving from 34 per cent in November to 41 per cent
in May.
That coincides with the announcement of contracts to build submarines and
warships.
Mr Scales said the clear importance of health, education and economy explained why
the election was being predominantly fought on these issues.
Labor is prioritising health and education while the Coalition has the economy at the
core of its campaign.
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